Cysteine conjugate beta-lyase activities in rat kidney cortex: subcellular localization and relationship to the hepatic enzyme.
Kidney cortex cysteine conjugate beta-lyase enzymes were characterized using S-(2-benzothiazolyl)-L-cysteine and S-(1,2-dichlorovinyl)-L-cysteine as substrates. The contribution of the hepatic form of cysteine conjugate beta-lyase to renal metabolism of these S-cysteine conjugates is not substantial. No cysteine conjugate beta-lyase activity was found in kidney cortex brush border membrane vesicles. Two cysteine conjugate beta-lyase activities with densities corresponding to the mitochondrial and soluble fractions were separated on Percoll gradients.